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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO FEA-01 AID-05 CEQ-01 CIAE-00 OFA-01 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-07 EPA-04 INR-07 10-10 L-02 NSF-02 
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039201 

R 132221Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5905 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 0951 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, CA 

SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS MAINE REJECTS EASTPORT REFINERY PLAN 

SUMMARY: TORONTO PAPER MARCH 13 REPORTS MAINE ENVIRONMENT 
BOARD ON MARCH 12 REJECTED PITTSTON DESIGN FOR UNLOADING 
CRUDE OIL AT EASTPORT, BUT SAID IT WOULD CONSIDER AMENDED 
APPLICATION COVERING ALTERNATIVE CRUDE DELIVERY SYSTEM. 
REPORT QUOTES BOARD MEMBER AS STATING "THERE WILL BE AN 
OIL REFINERY AT EASTPORT" ONCE DELIVERY SYSTEM PERFECTED. 
PITTSTON OFFICIAL REPORTEDLY DISAPPOINTED BUT SAYS PITTSTON 
WILL SEEK REOPENING OF HEARINGS HAVING SPENT TOO MUCH ON 
PROJECT TO DROP IT NOW. END SUMMARY 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF TORONTO GLOBE AND MAIL ARTICLE 
MARCH 13 DATELINED AUGUSTA, MAINE, AND HEADLINED "MAINE 
REJECTS REFINERY PLAN OVER POTENTIAL FOR POLLUTION." 

"THE MAINE BOARD OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION HAS 
UNAMIMOUSLY VOTED TO REJECT THE PROPOSAL FOR A 
S500-MILLION PITTISTON OIL REFINERY AT EASTPORT, ME.. 

BUT LEFT THE DOOR OPEN FOR EVENTUAL APPROVAL OF A 
REVISED PLAN. 
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"ALTHOUGH THE ENVIRONMENT BOARD APPROVED THE 
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PHYSICAL FACILITIES AND PRODUCT PIERS, IT REJECTED THE 
PROPOSED DESIGN OF THE PIERS FOR UNLOADING CRUDE OIL. 

IN THE 24-PAGE ORDER, THE STATE’S ENVIRONMENTAL PANEL 
QUESTIONED THE ABILITY OF PITTSTON TO DO ALL IT SAID IT 
COULD IN THE EVENT OF AN OIL SPILL. 

"THE ORDER SAID THE BOARD WOULD CONSIDER AN AMEND- 
MENT TO THE APPLICATION OF THE PITTSTON CO. DEALING 
SOLELY WITH THE CRUDE OIL DELIVERY SYSTEM, BUT ANY 
SUCH AMENDMENT SHOULD, AT A MINIMUM, INCLUDE SUBSTANTIAL 
INFORMATION ON ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF CRUDE OIL SHIP 
MENT SUCH AS SINGLE-POINT MOORING AND SMALLER TANKERS, 
ALONG WITH THE ALTERNATIVE PIER LOCATIONS AND OIL-SPILL 
CONTROL AND CLEANUP SYSTEMS. 

"IN APPROVING THE REFINERY, THE BOARD SAID THAT 
ALL VESSELS MUST BE PROVIDED WITH SEGREGATED BALLAST 
TANKS AND DOUBLE BOTTOMS BEFORE THEY WOULD ALLOW THEM 
TO COME IN AT EASTPORT AND THAT THE BOARD WOULD APPOINT 
A HARBOR CONTROL SUPERVISOR TO MONITOR THE OPERATIONS 
IF THE FACILITY IS ULTIMATELY APPROVED. 

"THE BOARD SAID THAT BEFORE IT WOULD GIVE FINAL 
APPROVAL TO THE PROJECT, PITTSTON WOULD HAVE TO 
UNDERTAKE AN OIL CLEANUP TESTING PROGRAM USING SOYBEAN 
OIL OR OTHER NON-HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES WITH PROPERTIES 
SIMILAR TO THE OIL TO BE HANDLED, BOTH IN HEAD HARBOR 
PASSAGE AND AT THE TERMINAL FACILITIES. 

"THE ONE BOARD MEMBER WHO COULD CHANGE THE VOTE, 

FORMER NAVAL CAPTAIN CHARLES SYMAN, SAYS "THERE WILL 
BE AN OIL REFINER AT EASTPORT, BUT THEY MUST PERFECT 
THE OIL DELIVERY SYSTEM FIRST." 

"MR. SYMAN SAYS HE WANTS TO BE ABSOLUTELY SURE 
PITTSTON WILL HAVE "THE SAFEST POSSIBLE OIL HANDLING 
CAPABILITIES AVAILABLE" AND THAT IN NO WAY IS HE 
AGAINST THE REFINERY. 

"DURING DISCUSSION OF THE ISSUE, HE SAID THAT 
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EASTPORT AND ITS APPROACHES THROUGH HEAD HARBOR PASSAGE 
IS FAR SAFER THAN MANY EXISTING SUPERTANKER PORTS IN 
THE WORLD. 

"FOLLOWING THE BOARD'S VOTE, PITTSTON VICE-PRESIDENT 
A.F. KAULICUS SAID HE WAS 'VERY DISAPPOINTED AND DIS- 
COURAGED" ABOUT THE VOTE. BASICALLY, HE SAID. PITTSTON 
DOES NOT HAVE A PROJECT AND HE IS NOT OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
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GETTING ONE, BUT THAT WITHIN A WEEK IT WILL APPLY TO 
THE BOARD TO REOPEN THE HEARINGS FOR ADDITIONAL TESTIMONY 
ON THE COMPANY'S OIL DELIVERY SYSTEM. MR. KAULICUS SAID 
THE COMPANY HAS PUT TOGETHER A SYSTEM IT CONSIDERS ONE 
OF THE FINEST IN THE WORLD AND HE WELCOMES THE CHANCE 
TO EXPLAIN HIS POSITION TO THE BOARD MORE FORCEFULLY. 

"THE PITTSTON OFFICIAL SAID THE COMPANY HAS SPENT 
TOO MUCH MONEY ON THE PROJECT TO DROP IT AT THIS POINT." 

PORTER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM, REFINERIES, ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 MAR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 19750TTAWA00951 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750089-0278 
From: OTTAWA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750354/aaaabwnd.tel 

Line Count: 125 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: woolflhd 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 JUN 2003 by SilvaL0>; APPROVED <08 JAN 2004 by woolflhd> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESS REPORTS MAINE REJECTS EASTPORT REFINERY PLAN SUMMARY: TORONTO PAPER MARCH 13 REPORTS MAINE 

ENVIRONMENT 

TAGS: SENV, CA 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



